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2019 was another busy and productive year for Woodvale Primary School. The year started with 411
students in Kindy-Year 6, which was less than in 2018.
The Year 5 NAPLAN results in all areas were better than expected and their progress from Year 3 was
good. The Year 3 NAPLAN were lower than we expected in all areas in comparison with previous
cohorts. This cohort has made very good progress since their On-Entry assessments in Pre-Primary.
We have continued to build on the work started on Visible Learning. At WPS, the teachers are utilising
many of the strategies listed, such as providing effective feedback to students, providing learning
intentions, success criteria and using questions effectively in class. In addition, we want our students
to know what they are learning and why. They should know what to do when they need help and to
see errors as learning opportunities. We are starting to see our students displaying the characteristics
of Visible Learners.
A new Values Program was established to
reinforce our four school values: Respect,
Kindness, Responsibility and Honesty. The
students have worked very hard to get Values
Tokens to try to reach the target each term to earn
a whole-school reward.
Highlights of the year include: the African drums
performance by the Year 6 students; the
establishment of the Bush Tucker garden was an
important feature
of our Aboriginal Cultural
framework Plan; the establishment of several
garden beds and other projects has made Science
a feature at our school.
The performance of many of our students on the
Literacy Pro Program has been very positive and many students have been presented with their
badges. The Year 4-6 students again achieved excellent results in the Australian Maths Competition.
I was impressed with the excellent level of parental and community support provided to the school
throughout the year. This has been highlighted by the excellent, ongoing partnerships that have been
forged with our very active P&C Association and School Board. The re-surfacing of the top netball
court and the installation of the new Year 2/3 playground equipment were major projects which were
completed.
The Faction Athletics carnival, which targeted widespread student participation as a key focus was
also a highlight. Our students won the Interschool Athletics Carnival in September, a fantastic effort!
The Year 6 camp was conducted during the year and was a big success. Teachers have continued to
implement the Friendly Schools Plus program to explicitly teach social and emotional skills to help
prevent bullying at our school.
The Japanese language program continues to be a highlight at our school. A number of families
hosted students from Japan which benefitted both groups of students.
It is with pleasure that I present the 2019 School Report.
Neil McCallum
Principal

Our Vision

We will provide a safe, caring and stimulating learning environment where all of our students are
supported and challenged to become independent and successful learners.
We will recognise and value their efforts, progress and successes in their pursuit of individual
excellence.

Our Beliefs

At Woodvale Primary we believe:


students succeed best when education is viewed as a shared responsibility between home and
school.



that high expectations will promote high standards.



that best practice in teaching should be common practice in all classrooms.



real-life, purposeful learning is best achieved through well planned, explicit teaching.



students learn best when they are fully engaged in the learning process and highly accountable
for their own achievement.



in developing independent learners.



learning is life-long and is achieved through commitment and resilience.



in catering for individual needs through the differentiation of curriculum.



positive behaviour is learnt best through positive, respectful relationships that will enable everyone to feel safe, valued and supported.



in supporting all community members (staff, students, parents) to achieve their best through
reflective practice and collaboration.
in clear, open and respectful communication.



Enrolments
Student numbers include Pre-Primary and Years 1-6. Kindergarten students are not included.
Our total student enrolment, including Kindy students was 411 students.

2017

2018

2019

Pre-Compulsory
(PP)

58

37

37

Primary

306

344

335

Total

364

381

372
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School Priorities

Spelling

Priority 1 : Achieving academic
excellence– Literacy
Targets:

- The achievement for Year 3, 5 and 7 students in
NAPLAN in Literacy assessments will match or exceed
statistically similar schools
- There will be 20% or more of the students in the top
20% of NAPLAN Literacy in Years 3, 5 & 7
- There will be 10% or less of the students in the bottom
20% of NAPLAN Literacy in Years 3, 5 & 7
- The NAPLAN Literacy progress of Year 3 (in 2017) and
The Year 3 mean in Spelling was slightly below Like
Year 5 (in 2019) students will match or exceed
Schools. The Year 5’s results matched like schools and
statistically similar schools
was above the 2018’s results. The percentage of
students in Year 5 in the top 20% increased (29%) and
Reading
decreased in Year 3 to 16%.

Grammar and Punctuation

The Year 5 results matched Like Schools in Reading.
The Year 3 results were slightly below Like Schools. The
percentage of Year 3 students in the top 20% had
decreased to 33% and in Year 5 to 16%. There were
The Year 3 and Year 5 results were slightly below Like
20% of Year 3 students in the Bottom 20% and 6% of
Schools in Grammar and Punctuation. There was a
the Year 5’s.
decrease in the number of students in the top 20% in
Year 3 to 24%. The number of students in the Bottom
20% in Year 5 decreased to 8% and increased to 22%
Writing
for Year 3..

In Writing, the Year 5 mean matched Like Schools but
had less students (18%) in the top 20%. Year 3 results
were lower than expected and will be a focus in 2020.
The number of Year 3 students in the top 20% had
decreased to 27% and in Year 5 to 18%. The number of
Year 5 students in the Bottom 20% decreased to 6%.
There were 19% of Year 3 students in the Bottom 20%.
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Academic Achievement
Priority 1. Achieving academic
excellence— Numeracy
Numeracy Targets
- The achievement for Year 3, 5 and 7 students in
NAPLAN in Numeracy assessments will match or
exceed statistically similar schools
- There will be 20% or more of the students in the top
20% of NAPLAN Numeracy in Years 3, 5 & 7
- There will be 10% or less of the students in the
bottom 20% of NAPLAN Numeracy in Years 3, 5 & 7
- The NAPLAN Numeracy progress of Year 3 (in
2017) and Year 5 (in 2019) students will match or
exceed statistically similar schools

Numeracy

The Year 3 results were slightly below Like Schools
in Numeracy. The Year 5 results matched Like
Schools and were improved compared to 2018.
There were 15% of the Year 3’s in the Top 20%.
There were 30% of Year 5’s in the Top 20%. There
were 13% of Year 3s and 15% of Year 5s in the
Bottom 20%.
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Progress– Analysis.
There was good progress from Year 3 to
Year 5 in Reading and Spelling,
compared to Like Schools. Slightly below
expected progress results were seen in
Numeracy, Writing and Grammar and
Punctuation.
Spelling Mastery, the use of Brightpath
and Seven Steps to Writing Success and
continuing Visible Learning strategies will
have a positive impact on the students’
progress in Spelling and Writing.
The stable student cohort did not perform
as well as the whole cohort in Numeracy,
Writing and Grammar and Punctuation.
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Year 7 Results (Former Year 6)
Most of our Former Year 6 students were at
Woodvale Secondary College in 2019. We
cannot make comparison with like schools,
however, we can compare their achievement
with WA Public Schools.

WA Public
Schools

Former Year 6 Reading
2017

2018

2019

Top 20%

22%

29%

20%

Middle
60%

77%

58%

64%

Bottom
20%

11%

13%

16%

WA Public
Schools

Former Year 6 Writing
2017

2018

2019

Top 20%

11%

33%

20%

Middle
60%

80%

60%

56%

Bottom
20%

9%

WA Public
Schools

7%

24%

Former Year 6 Spelling
2017

2018

2019

Top 20%

22%

22%

15%

Middle
60%

73%

67%

70%

Bottom
20%

5%

11%

15%

WA Public
Schools

WA Public
Schools

Former Year 6 Numeracy
2017

2018

2019

Top 20%

23%

20%

14%

Middle
60%

66%

71%

72%

Bottom
20%

11%

9%

14%

Reading
The Year 7 results showed that the students
performed well. There were less students in
the top 20% than in 2018.
Writing
The percentage of students in the Top 20%
has decreased by 13% from 2018. There
were more students in the Bottom 20%.
Spelling
Spelling results were similar to 2018. The
number of students in the Top 20% was 7%
less than in 2018.
Grammar and Punctuation
The percentage of students in the Bottom
20% increased by 12% from 2018.
Numeracy
There were slightly less students in the Top
20% (6%) than in 2018.
Overall, the percentage of students in the
Top 20% had decreased and the percentage
in the Bottom 20% had increased. Our aim is
to build on the percentage of students in the
Top 20% and less in the Bottom 20% in all
five areas in 2020.
The students performed better than students
in WA Public Schools in all five areas.

Former Year 6 Grammar and Punctuation
2017

2018

2019

Top 20%

25%

27%

21%

Middle
60%

64%

62%

55%

Bottom
20%

11%

11%

23%

Average Test Scores– Former Year 6 Students
Former WPS
Year 6

WA Public
Schools

Numeracy

555

540

Reading

545

530

Writing

523

495

Spelling

551

535

Grammar and
Punctuation

552

530
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Observations from the 2019 NAPLAN

results:
Achievement


The Year 5 students’ performances matched or
exceeded like schools in all areas. The number of
students in the Top 20% increased in Numeracy,
Punctuation and Grammar and Spelling. There was
a decrease in the number of students performing in
the Bottom 20% in Reading, Punctuation and
Grammar and Writing. Writing and Reading will be
focus areas in 2020. The results were improved
from 2018.






The Year 3 results were slightly lower than
expected compared to like schools in all areas and 
lower than in 2018. There were decreases in the
percentage of students in the Top 20% and an 
increase in the percentage of students in the 
Bottom 20% in all areas except Spelling.



The Year 7 results were good in all areas. Writing
results improved by 28% from 2017. There will be a

focus on Literacy in 2020.

Progress

When compared with “Like Schools”, the progress
of the students from Year 3 (in 2017) to Year 5 (in
2019) in Reading showed that the average
progress matched like schools. Progress was
below expectations in Numeracy, Writing, Spelling
and Grammar and Punctuation.





students with learning difficulties.
Implemented
Phonological
Awareness
strategies in the Early Years (K-2).
Continued with Speech and Language
screening in Kindergarten.
Administered Department’s On Entry testing in
Pre Primary.
Focus in Years 2-3 on the Cars and Stars series
to explicitly teach comprehension.
Continuation of development of Documented
and Action Plans for identified students.
Developed Literacy Scope and Sequence in the
areas of Spelling and Grammar and
Punctuation from Years K-6.
Implemented relevant First Steps strategies K6.
Continue the Minilit literacy program in Year 2.
Re-organisation of reading materials and
continued purchasing of reading resources.
Implemented PAT testing in PP and Years 1, 2,
4 and 6.
Continued use of the Literacy Pro program
(formerly Lexile Program).
Continued the Spelling Mastery program in
Years 4-6.
Spelling Bee for Years 4-6 was held in fourth
term.
Employed two Education Assistants to provide
feedback in the middle and upper classes.

Our priority in 2020 is to focus on all students’
learning needs to maximise their progress in
Literacy.

Strategies

During 2019 the following strategies were
implemented:

Literacy

 Developed a whole-school Literacy Operational







Plan which focuses on Reading, Oral
Language, Writing, Spelling and Punctuation
and Grammar.
Use formative and summative evidence-based
data to monitor student progress.
Identified students in the lower and middle
NAPLAN proficiency bands who were judged by
teachers to be capable of progressing to higher
bands following the implementation of targeted
intervention strategies.
Continued with a Learning Support Program
featuring coordinator and advisory committee to
assist teachers with the development of
strategies to address identified needs of
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Numeracy

 A Mathematics Committee assisted the


















Numeracy Coordinator.
A whole-school Operational Plan with
detailed expectations for explicit teaching
and
the
monitoring
of
student
achievement was developed.
Continuation of the iMaths series.
Formative and summative evidencebased data was used to monitor student
progress, implement teaching and
learning strategies and evaluate targets
to improve student achievement.
Students in the lower and middle
NAPLAN
proficiency
bands
were
identified and targeted intervention
strategies were implemented.
A Learning Support program was
continued featuring a coordinator and
advisory committee to provide additional
assistance to teachers. A shared
teaching model was utilised in the Year 1
and 2 classes.
Continuation of a Case Management
approach as necessary.
Common Assessment Tasks were
developed and moderated to diagnose
student deficits and to monitor progress.
Excellent resources were purchased and
maths kits were developed.
Professional Learning opportunities were
provided for teachers in a range of
aspects of Mathematics relating to the
Operational Plan, eg, Measurement and
Problem Solving.
Extension for identified students provided
in a Year 4-6 Maths Competition.
A maths resource room is used
extensively by staff.
Selected students sat the Australian
Maths Competition
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Future Directions

Following the analysis of the data from 2019,
the staff have developed plans to meet the
specific needs of the students, with a
particular focus on Literacy. Specific strategies
that will be implemented in Literacy in 2020
include:

the explicit teaching of writing genres

The use of Brightpath to level students’
writing

Spelling Mastery program

Minilit programs will continue

The Literacy Pro reading program will
also continue

Guided reading will also become a focus
in 2020
In Numeracy in 2020, there will be a focus on:

the language used in maths

problem-solving strategies

continuation of the iMaths series

moderation of common assessment
tasks

Teacher Judgements
An analysis of the Semester 1 report grades
with Year 3 NAPLAN results showed that
generally, the NAPLAN results were higher
than their report grades. Our school grades
were also lower than Like Schools.
In Year 5, the grades were higher in
Numeracy and Reading than the NAPLAN
results and were similar to the Like Schools’
mean.






teachers with Students at Educational
Risk.
Network meetings with the other cluster
schools to share their knowledge and
resources and to moderate student work.
Line managers utilise the Growth Coaching
model in the Performance Management
process.
Collaborative phase of learning groups
established.
iPads introduced in Science and across the
school.

Future Directions
Engage in common assessment tasks and
moderation with cluster schools
Continue to utilise explicit teaching and Visible
Learning strategies (including TAPPLE) in all
classes
Continue to use a coaching approach to
teacher development.
Use AITSL Standards to build a shared
understanding of effective teaching
Continue to use a data informed approach to
school and classroom planning
Focus on collaboration in the planning,
teaching and assessing of the Western
Australian Curriculum

Moderation of student work in-school and with
the network schools will continue. In 2020, the
teachers will continue to use the Brightpath
writing program as a tool to help with grading
and moderating students’ writing. Common
assessment tasks will be used again in Maths
to help with moderation.

Priority 2. Excellence in Teaching
Strategies implemented in 2019:






Professional learning on explicit teaching
strategies.
Teachers attended professional learning
on Visible Learning.
Continued integration of ICT in the
curriculum through the use of notebooks
and iPads and interactive whiteboards.
Support from the learning Support
Coordinator, SAER Coordinator, School
Psychologist, and Visiting Teacher for
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Priority 3: Working together with
parents and the wider community to
provide an enriched, safe and caring
learning environment

in 2020. The Chaplain will continue to present the
BUZ program with Year 2’s. The School Chaplain will
also continue to support our students with specific
needs and coordinate the pastoral care program.

Student Behaviour

The high standards of student behaviour were
A School Chaplain coordinates the pastoral care evident again in 2019. The children must be
congratulated for their efforts in solving problems and
program and conducts the BUZ program.
A popular and effective whole-school Values asking for help when needed. The Values Reward
program was an effective and popular program which
incentive program was continued.
The Friendly Schools Plus program was rewarded positive behaviour.
continued.
There were no students suspended in 2019.
Recycling and Garden program continued.
The Be You program was used as a framework
for a whole-school approach to student health and Attendance Rates
wellbeing.
School Camp for Year 6 proved to be very
successful.
TOTAL
The School Board continues to play a key role in
the school.
WOODVALE PS
WA PUBLIC
The Woodvale Learning Cluster of schools
SCHOOLS
provides support and learning opportunities for
2017
95.0%
92.7%
students and staff.
We continued to work with Edith Cowan University
2018
94.6%
92.6
and West Coast TAFE for teacher and EA
2019
94.1%
91.6%
practicums.
Learning Journey Night and Carols by Candlelight
were all popular events with many parents and The attendance rates displayed indicate that the
attendance percentage was above the state average
community members attending.
Several very successful Pre-Kindy parent and was slightly less than in 2018. A small number of
students were absent on extended holidays. We will
workshops were held during the year.
The YMCA Out of School Hours centre continues be working with parents of individual students who
have poor attendance records in 2020.
to provide an excellent service for families.
The Woodvale Netball Club was very popular and
successful in 2019.
After school coaching sessions were started
through funding from Sporting Schools.
The cyber bullying parents night was well received
by those who attended.
Occupational Therapy and Speech screening
undertaken with Kindy students.
Ten Year 6 Peer Mediators selected
Mrs Worth appointed as Wellbeing coordinator.

Strategies implemented in 2019:




















Attitude, Behaviour and Effort

An analysis of the Attitude, Behaviour and Effort
ratings for Years 2, 4 and 6 in 2019, showed that the
majority of our students are ‘often’ and ‘consistently’
respectful, courteous, enthusiastic and participate
responsibly. One area, “Works to the best of their
ability” continued to be rated the lowest out of the
eight attributes and will be a focus in 2020. In Year 2
the lowest rated area was, “Shows respect and
courtesy for the rights of others.” Year 6 students
were rated low in, ”Is enthusiastic about learning.”
Year 4 and 6 students were rated highly for,
“Participates responsibly in social and civic activities.”
We will continue the Friendly Schools Plus program
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Parent Survey 2019

The National School Survey is produced by
the Department of Education for schools.
Parents, staff and students are surveyed
every two years.
Sixty-five parents completed the Parent
Survey. The following are the findings from
the surveys. A five point scale was used for
each item from Strongly Agree (5) to Strongly
Disagree (1).

Student Survey
Highest rated items:

I can talk to my child’s teacher about my
concerns (4.2)

My feels safe at this school (4.1)

My child likes being at this school (4.0)

Teachers at this school care about my
child (4.0)
Items to Develop:

This school takes parents’ opinions
seriously (3.2)

Student behaviour is well managed at
this school (3.1)

This school is well led (2.6)
Analysis.
It is very positive to see most parents saying
that their children like being at WPS and that
they feel safe. The teachers are highly
regarded, caring and have high expectations
of the students. We will continue to inform
parents of our behaviour management policy
and processes.

The School Board will survey parents in 2020
to get specific feedback about areas of
strengths and concerns.
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Priority 3 continued.
Future Directions


















Continue to build on the good work
done by the School Board, P&C and the
Woodvale Learning Network.
Continue to hold parent evenings
Support the Year 6 students with their
transition to Woodvale SC.
Continue to moderate student work with
network schools.
Continue OT and Speech screening
The Pre Kindy parent workshops will
continue in 2020.
Hosting Japanese students will be held
again in 2020.
More promotion of the school in the
press.
Continue the Friendly Schools Plus
program across the school. Explore
ways to increase the focus on particular
aspects of the program.
Develop the Be You framework to
identify and address mental health
issues.
The Grounds Committee will continue to
review and develop the play areas for
students.
The school will continue participating in
the Garden and recycling.
The School Chaplain will continue to
provide support for students and will
present the Buz Program in Year 2
Whole-school Values focus
Music/Choir performances
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- Science veggie gardens

Highlights of the 2019
School Year

- Improved NAPLAN results in Year 5.

- The Literacy Pro Reading Program has
been very popular and effective in Years 2-5.
- Excellent results in the National Maths
competition.

- Learning Journey Night
- Students participated in clinics in sports
such as AFL football, basketball and soccer.
We continue to have a strong relationship
with Woodvale Secondary College, who
involve our students in their specialist sports
programs.
- The Year 6 camp was well attended and

- Assemblies
- Sports Carnivals
- Bush Tucker garden established
- Carols by Candlelight
- Harmony Day Assembly
- Year 6 Graduation
- Year 6 Transition at Woodvale Secondary
College
- Terrific support from the P&C Association–
major project was the funding of some new
play equipment for the Year 2/3 students

View the school’s website for more
information about the school:
www.woodvaleps.wa.edu.au

the children gained a great deal from the
opportunities provided. Our students also
participated in a range of other interschool
sports against neighbouring schools.
- Our school athletics carnival, which
combined the junior and senior carnivals,
was one of the year’s highlights. Our
students won the interschool athletics
carnival.

- The instrumental program provides the
opportunity to learn guitar, flute, clarinet,
trumpet and trombone, and Year 5/6
students can participate in the Woodvale
Secondary College Band.
- The choir performed with distinction at the
ANZAC ceremony and the Combined
Schools’ Choir Festival at UWA. The
wonderful Year 3 Recorder and Year 6
African Drums assembly.
- Japanese was delivered to Years 1-6
students. The school hosted 10 students
from Japan for two weeks. This was a great
success and will continue in 2020.
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