Parent Information
2021

Woodvale Primary School, located in Perth’s northern suburbs, opened in 1987 and is one
of two K—Year 6 government primary schools in Woodvale. It caters for a population living
in medium to high quality housing. The parent body is very supportive of the school
through an active and enthusiastic Parents & Citizen’s Association. Parent involvement is a
feature of the school.
The school is currently a level 5 primary school in the North Metropolitan Region. The administration
team is comprised of a principal and two deputy principals. Senior teachers and special responsibility
allowance teachers support the school through their roles in curriculum coordination, administration
and professional development.

A Manager Corporate Services and School Officer work with the school administration and a Library
Officer manages the extensive school library and Teacher’s Resource Centre. Education assistants
support teaching staff in the Pre-Primary and Kindergarten areas, while others work with special
needs children throughout the school.
The buildings are of modern design and well equipped. All buildings are air-conditioned and the P&C
has provided paved areas, seating and pergolas to create a comfortable learning environment. A
specialist teaching block, completed in 2011, caters for Japanese, Science and Music. A state-of-theart Kindergarten and Pre-Primary Centre was also completed in 2011.
Specialist programs within the school are languages - Japanese from PP-6, Music Years 1- 6,
Science Years 1-6, drama and physical education across all primary year levels. The school choir
performs publicly and has received very high commendation. Sporting teams have won many local
competitions in a variety of sports.
Information technology is a priority at Woodvale Primary School. Each classroom is equipped with an
interactive whiteboard and workstations. A modern, permanent laboratory, together with a mobile
laboratory bank of IPads integrates technology by utilising a combination of laptops and personal
computers.
The School Board is comprised of five parent members and three staff members, including the school
principal. This group meets throughout the year to monitor and discuss relevant aspects of the school
plan. A specific focus in the school has been the adoption of Friendly Schools Plus, Values Education
Program and a Bullying Prevention program, which will continue as an integral part of social
development across all year levels. The program addresses many issues and contributes to friendly
and positive learning.
More details about the school can be found on the school Website:

www.woodvaleps.wa.edu.au
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SCHOOL OFFICE RE-OPENS
The school office will re-open on Monday 25th
January 2021.
2021 CLASS LISTS DISPLAYED
Class lists will be displayed at the end of 2020.
Parents should contact the Principal if you have a
query about your child’s class allocation.
2021 HOURS OF OPERATION
(Pre-Primary to Year 6)
8.30am - Onwards Children arrive at school
8.45am - 2.55pm
Teaching Day
PRE-PRIMARY TO YEAR 6
Students will attend school full time from:
Monday 1st February, 2021
2021 TERM DATES
Term 1 for students:
Monday 1st February to Thursday 1st April
Monday 1st March Labour Day Public Holiday
Friday 2nd April Good Friday
Term 2 for students:
Tuesday 20th April to Friday 2nd July
Monday 19th April School Development Day
No school for students
Monday 26th April Anzac Day Public Holiday
Monday 7th June WA Day Public Holiday
Term 3 for students:
Tuesday 20th July to Friday 24th September
Monday 19th July School Development Day
No school for students
Term 4 students:
Tuesday 12th October to Thursday 16th
December
Monday 11th October School Development Day
No school for students

Please note: As an I ndependent P ublic
School we have selected school development
days which may differ from other schools. We
will be running with the above Calendar and will
notify parents of any changes.
CANTEEN ARRANGEMENTS
The High School Canteen will re-open on
Monday 1st February. This service is available
to all Kindergarten through to Year 6 students.
Orders can only be placed online by going to:
flexischools.com.au and register.
EARLY ARRIVALS
We encourage parents to have students arrive
at 8.30am. Supervision before school is limited.
MEET THE TEACHER
In February, each class teacher will meet with
parents to explain the school priorities for the
year along with their classroom arrangements.
We hope all parents, when informed of meeting
arrangements, will take the opportunity to
attend. Parents with specific concerns or
queries should arrange for an interview at a
later date.

SMS CONTACT SYSTEM
In 2021, we will be using a SMS MESSAGING
SYSTEM to alert parents to stranger danger
sightings, urgent school information, merit
award presentations, etc. To assist this
process, we request that the MOBILE
TELEPHONE NUMBER of the primary carer be
always current.
ABSENT FROM SCHOOL...SMS
Please SMS your child’s absence to
0437058031. (NOTE: This number can only
send and receive text: it will NOT accept voice
calls). Absences can be indicated in advance.
(eg away for an operation, etc). At 10.00am on
the day of your child’s absence, if we have not
heard from you, an SMS will be sent to you
indicating your child is not at school.
LEAVE PASS NEEDED: CHILDREN LEAVING
SCHOOL GROUNDS
Children are not permitted to leave the school
site without permission from the school and
parent. We must know where children are at all
times.
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Legal Protection of students: P arents or
their adult nominees are required to collect
children from the classroom for appointments
after completing a Leave Pass for Partial Absence
from School at the front office. Groups of
students going to PEAC or band practice or other
school activities must be met by drivers outside
the office.
LATE ENTRY TO SCHOOL
Children who arrive at school after 8.45am any
morning are expected to enter via the school
OFFICE and receive a LATE NOTICE. This will
stop parents receiving an SMS message
indicating the child is not at school.
PARENT INFORMATION SESSIONS
Throughout 2021 parents will be invited to
attend various evening or daytime information
sessions or workshops on a variety of different
topics. These will be detailed in special notes
sent home, in Woodvale Words or on Connect.
VISITING/HELPING AT SCHOOL DURING
SCHOOL HOURS
Volunteer helpers (including
grandparents and other family members)
must produce a current Working with
Children card. All visitors are also required
to sign in at the front office.
ENTERING OUR SCHOOL
All parents and community members coming into
our school during school hours are asked to
come to the Front Office (Administration
Building) to complete the visitors’ book and
collect a visitors sticker. This is an important
part of the school’s Risk Management
Procedures.
Three boundary fences will be locked between
9.00am-2.45pm. The remaining gates will
remain open and are under video surveillance.
Access to the school is from the staff car park or
canteen gates.

MONEY COLLECTIONS
At times, it will be necessary to ask parents for
additional sums of money for items associated
with school or class programs. These charges
have been outlined on the school’s Charges and
Voluntary Contributions Schedule sent home
with the 2021 Personal Items List. To assist the
audit process, we ask that any payment
requested is placed in an envelope and taken
directly to the front office where it is posted in
the relevant letter box.
PARKING
Congestion in the car park areas of our school
at the beginning and end of the day is a difficult
issue for us to manage. With such a large
school, there are many parents dropping off or
collecting children each day. Parents are asked
to take care when they pick up and set down
children. Please observe the verge signs and
remember that you must only park on the
school side of Keatley Crescent. For safety
reasons, the staff car park is out of bounds
to students and parents, except for cars
that have registered at the office with a
Special Needs NDS sticker. Children are
not permitted to walk through the school car
park when entering or leaving the school
grounds. Children are requested to use the
supervised crosswalks when crossing Keatley
Crescent or Trappers Drive. Parking in the
canteen car park and drive way is not
permitted as the area must be kept clear
for deliveries and rubbish collection. To
alleviate some of the traffic problems, parents
may wish to organise groups to walk together
to and from school.
SECURITY AFTER SCHOOL – GATES CLOSED
3.15PM
Students are dismissed at 2.55pm. To improve
security after school, the school gates will be
closed at 3.15pm and the children waiting for
parents will be brought to the office area and
parents can collect them using the Keatley
Crescent gate which will remain open until
3.30pm. We urge parents to be punctual and
to pick students up as close to 2.55 as possible.
Administration staff are unable to leave the
school until all students have left or been picked
up.
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SCHOOL PLAYGROUND AREAS
The school has a duty of care for all students
whilst they are on school grounds. This includes
before and after school. Teachers are not on
duty before and after school, and therefore we
ask that students do not play on playground
equipment during these times. Even if
parents are supervising, it is impossible to work
out which children are supervised by parents and
which ones are not and so, for us to manage this
situation safety and effectively, we ask that all
children stay off playground equipment
during these times.
SCHOOL ASSEMBLIES ON THURSDAYS
Each assembly is conducted in turn by a class.
Parents will be notified of the assembly
timetable early in the year. Parents are
encouraged to attend assemblies, to enjoy the
great creativity and talent displayed by our
students.
CAMPS AND EXCURSIONS
Camps and excursions are valuable opportunities
for students to participate in teaching and
learning activities that are not possible in the
school setting. Current school policy is for camps
to be held for students in Year 6 in Term 1.
Excursions may occur at anytime through the
year.
BUDDY PROGRAM
Several senior classes are involved in a mentor /
tutoring program called the “Buddy System”.
They form excellent relationships with their
buddies who are in junior classes, helping them
with a variety of subjects, including Mathematics,
Spelling and Reading. The program starts at the
beginning of the year and the children work
together on a regular basis. The senior students
learn about how to apply the values expected of
them, demonstrating responsibility and being
positive role models for others. They also talk to
their Buddies about what they do on the
weekends and holidays and tell one another
about their social activities.

SCHOOL DRESS CODE
As an educational establishment valuing high
standards, we believe that a Student Dress code
plays a special role in the fulfilment of goals
within the school.
Providing a means of specific school identity, the
dress code reflects a positive image from within
the school to the community. It encourages
students to work and play together as part of a
team, upholds health and safety standards and
eliminates competitive dressing, which may
cause divisiveness and peer group pressure. The
wearing of the correct school uniform is
regarded as one of the most “positive aspects”
of our school. Feedback from parent surveys
indicates that parents are very supportive of the
Student Dress Code. We trust this will continue
to be a long established tradition:
The uniform shop is located at:
Uniform Concepts
Unit 5/7 Delage Street, Joondalup
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm
Thursday to 6pm
Saturdays 9am to 1pm
SUN PROTECTION
The school has developed a Sun Protection &
Guidelines Policy. Outside activities may be
re-scheduled during hot days. A “no-hat-no-play
in the Sun” policy is established and accepted by
students. Children are required to wear hats all
year round for outdoor activities. The
regular use of broad spectrum SPF 30+ sunscreen is recommended.
IN-TERM SWIMMING LESSONS
In-Term swimming lessons are arranged for all
classes and every student is encouraged to
participate. Lessons are conducted by fully
qualified swimming instructors and children work
in ability level groups.
In 2021 students will have swimming
lessons in Term 4. Parents with any queries as
to lesson content, levels or teaching strategies
are asked to contact the Swimming
Coordinator.
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STUDENTS AT EDUCATIONAL RISK
Throughout the school year, teachers identify
children who may be in need of extra assistance
in the form of remediation or extension. These
children are often formed into small groups for
some specialised work in the areas that require
attention. Parents will always be informed by the
class teacher if a child is placed in our SAER
program. It is a requirement that, Documented
Education Plans, designed by the class teacher
and SAER Coordinator, are signed by all
stakeholders.
SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST
Often teachers will seek further assistance to
identify specific learning or social problems a child
may be having at school. A referral is submitted
to the Learning Support Coordinator. Parents are
informed and permission is always obtained when
this occurs. Often parents are asked to assist the
process by providing appropriate information.
Once testing is completed, the findings are
analysed and recommendations made for future
action. Parents who want their child referred to
the school psychologist should first have a
discussion with the class teacher, or one of the
administrators.
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS AND CHARGES
2021
Sections 98, 99,100,101 and 108 of the
Education Act 1999 outline the requirements for
Government Schools to follow when establishing
voluntary contributions and charges. One
requirement is for schools to outline by
December all the contributions and charges that
parents will incur for the child's education in the
following year. A copy of the Voluntary
Contributions and Charges for each 2021 class
has been included with the Items for Personal Use
List. To the best of our ability we have estimated
costs using historical data and cost indications
from book companies and private suppliers of
excursions and materials. A copy of the 2021
Voluntary Contributions and charges can be
viewed on our website.

REPORTING STUDENT PROGRESS
In accordance with the Department of
Education, Curriculum, Assessment and
Reporting Policy and Guidelines, it is school
policy to keep parents regularly informed of
their children’s progress. Formal written
reports will be posted on Connect in Term 2
and 4. In addition to these reports, parents
will be able to receive information about
student progress in a variety of ways. These
could include: work samples/portfolios to be
made available throughout the year, Learning
Journey evening, parent/teacher interviews,
parent/teacher class meetings, incidental
communication when necessary, notes from
the teacher, use of diaries or reading cards to
indicate progress, telephone or email contact.
DENTAL THERAPY CENTRE
This free service is operating at Halidon
Primary School. Its purpose is to provide a
continuous preventative dental service for each
enrolled child. The centre is supervised by a
dental officer from the Public Health
Department and is staffed by specially trained
dental therapists. Children are taught proper
care of teeth and gums, and treatment (fillings
and extractions) is carried out at the centre.
(Telephone 9409 6362).
SCHOOL CHAPLAIN
Mrs Sharon Warnes was appointed School
Chaplain in 2013. She works at our school on
Tuesdays and Thursdays and oversees the
school’s pastoral care program. Mrs Warnes
also teaches the BUZ friendship program in
several classes. Parents are welcome to
contact the front office to make an
appointment to see Mrs Warnes, if you have
any issues concerning your child’s social and
emotional wellbeing.

PARENT / TEACHER CONTACT
Parents are invited to make early contact with the
class teacher if they have any queries regarding
the progress of their child. If a detailed discussion
is required, please arrange with the teacher for a
mutually convenient interview time. Long
discussions prior to the commencement of a
school day are not suitable.
OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE
The School Board appointed the YMCA to
establish an Out of School Hours care centre in a
spare classroom at our school in 2013. The
centre provides before and after school care as
well as a holiday program. Parents are
welcome to contact the YMCA direct on
0407 010 020 if you would like to access their
service.
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LITERACY PRO READING PROGRAM
Students in Years 2 to 5 are assessed to
determine their reading level on the Literacy Pro
Reading Program. The students can then access
books from the library at their level. Once they
finish a book they complete a comprehension
quiz online. Students earn points based on the
books they read. Certificates and badges are
awarded to students when they reach certain
levels. The P&C Association have funded the
purchase of many books in recent years for this
very successful program.

SCHOOL CHOIR
Students from Years 4 to 6 form the School Choir
which performs at a choir festival each year and
at other school and community events.
HEALTH SERVICES
A School Nurse is appointed to visit the school on
a regular basis. The nurse will deal with routine
matters and special referrals. Health checks on
children will be followed up and parents advised
if any specific problem is detected.
IMMUNISATIONS
On admission to school, parents of Kindergarten,
Pre-Primary and Primary children must present
their child’s Immunisation Record. The
department will now only accept ‘Immunisation
History Statement’ which is available through
your MYGOV website and must have an ’UP TO
DATE’ status

PARENTS ARE WELCOME
The Staff and P & C Association welcomes new
and old parents to the new school year and
encourages everyone to continue to build a
positive and supportive school community. This
has long been a great tradition in our school.
PARENTS CAN ASSIST:

IN THE CLASSROOM - e.g. assisting with
reading, story writing, excursions,
cooking activities, etc. Involvement in the
classroom will depend on the needs of
each teacher.

WITH KINDERGARTEN & PRE-PRIMARY
Teachers welcome parent assistance and
involvement. A roster system operating in
each classroom gives parents an
opportunity to observe their child in
various activities.

ON EXCURSIONS
These play an important part in the
learning program. Parent helpers may be
required. Teachers will send home details
close to the day.

DURING SPORTS DAYS OR P.E. PROGRAM
Physical Education is an important feature
of this school. Parents will be invited to
help run some of these activities and
especially on Sports Days which are held
in Term 3.

Can you lend a hand in 2021?

CHRONIC OR SERIOUS HEALTH PROBLEMS
Children at risk with asthma, diabetes, severe
allergic reactions, heart problems or any other
health problems may need special attention at
some time. All relevant information should be
given to the class teacher and school
administration so that action plans can be
developed to ensure appropriate emergency
procedures can be carried out if required.
Emergency Action Plans and health forms need to
be updated on a yearly basis.
SICKNESS AND ACCIDENTS DURING
SCHOOL HOURS
Children showing signs of illness before school
should be kept at home. Minor injuries will be
treated at school, but in the case of doubtful or
serious injuries, parents will be contacted. As
the school cannot cater for sick children, these
parents also will be contacted. It is therefore of
vital importance that information recorded on the
admission card is current. If you are overseas,
or on an interstate holiday, please inform us if
the children have a different carer or emergency
contacts during that time.
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SCHOOL BOARD
By legislation, each school must have a School
Board, consisting of elected staff members and
parents, the group plays an important role in
setting school priorities, approving the School
Budget, endorsing the School Business Plan and
Budget.
P & C ASSOCIATION
The P & C Association provides you with the
opportunity to connect with the Principal and
Deputies, contribute to discussion on educational
matters and enhance the school environment and
community. As the name suggests, all Parents &
Citizens are welcome to become part of our active
community by attending meetings, becoming
office bearers or volunteering for sub-committees
or special projects.
GROUNDS COMMITTEE
The grounds Committee works with the school
administration and gardener to improve and
maintain the extensive school grounds to a high
standard. Busy Bees will be scheduled
throughout 2021, providing opportunities for
parents and students to be involved in the
beautification of our school. The Grounds Crew
are also experts on the BBQ at school discos and
community events.
DISCO COMMITTEE
The 2020 School Disco committee will be
planning student discos for 2021. Parent helpers
are needed to run each of these disco evenings.
The organisers always need many parents to help
out on the night. Two discos are held each time,
one for the junior classes starting at 5.30pm and
one for seniors at 7.30pm
SCHOOL BANKING
The CommBankSchool Banking program is run
before school on Wednesday mornings in the
Library.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PAST SUPPORT
Our school has always been well supported by
the parent body, creating a collaborative and
positive environment. There are many
opportunities for parents to help in a wide
range of capacities. New parents particularly
are urged to join in where possible. As well as
supporting the school and assisting your
children, it is an ideal way of getting to know
others within our local community.
LIBRARY
There are a variety of jobs to do including
shelving, organising the Book Club, preparing
materials and book covering of new reading
and text books is always appreciated. This is
organised through the Library. A parent helper
request note will go home in the first week of
school.
TECHNOLOGY
The Technology curriculum will be a major
focus at Woodvale Primary School in 2021.
Teachers will teach digital and design
technologies which will incorporate a variety of
IT resources.

WOODVALE FATHERING PROJECT
This group of fathers from our school plan
events involving their children throughout the
year. Bike riding, ten pin bowling and an
overnight camp are some of the events
planned for 2021.
BOYS IN EDUCATION
In 2021 we will focus on specific strategies to
support boys with their learning. In particular,
we hope to develop the boys’ attitude towards
reading.
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